CHAPTER    XV
GERMANY'S ULTIMATUM AND DECLARA-
TION OF WAR
FROM July 3oth onwards the Kaiser and his Chancellor
were more than ever in the hands of Moltke, who was
henceforth to rush things.
The Challenge Addressed to Russia
Immediately after the German proclamation of the state
of threatening danger of war, the German Chief of Staff
seized upon the news of the Russian general mobilization
as a pretext. He took no account of its necessary slowness;
and fearing, rightly or wrongly, lest the Russians should
gain an advantage, he caused Russia to be summoned to
suspend her preparations within twelve hours.(i)
The Demand for French Neutrality
But the military programme to be carried into effect
embraced an immediate offensive against France* Moltke
therefore could not wait until France decided spon-
taneously to support Russia when she had been attacked;
Germany must take the initiative in a rupture with
France,
This was the meaning of the communication with
which the German ambassador in Paris was charged;
he was instructed to notify the Quai d'Orsay "with the
utmost speed" of the news of the German ultimatum
to Russia, and to inquire, as a matter of extreme urgency,
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